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the Advisors (British). We have not yet received the telegram
promised by Mr. Churchill after he had consulted with the
Cabinet; we are not therefore at liberty to make public that
Faisal has H.M.G's consent to run as a candidate, but I felt
sure that some announcement about the conference could not
be delayed and I got Sir Percy to publish a preliminary state-
ment. It contains nothing about the elections but it says that
a general amnesty will be declared very shortly and this has
been received with acclamation.... In a very short time there-
fore important new factors should have entered into the
game : Faisal himself with his declared candidature, the
pardoned leaders of laSt year's revolt, the Sharifian paper and
the suspension of the Arab ministers. . . ,

Meantime the general attitude of the country with regard to
ourselves has immensely improved. There's a consensus of
opinion that whatever happens they can't do without our
guidance and help. Being Sunday, I rode down early this
morning to Haji Naji and had breakfast with him on native
bread, fresh unsalted butter, sugared apples and coffee. He is
hand in glove with the Sharifians, thinks Naji, Nuri, Jafar and
Co., the beSt Mesopotamians he knows and is convinced that
the overwhelming majority in the country is for Faisal. Said
he with his customary wisdom, " Let the people do it them-
selves ; the British Government need not interfere." It is so
restful and delicious sitting with him under his fruit trees
which were in flower when I left and are now loaded with
green fruit. It was a heavenly morning and hot sun and a cool
little north wind..., I'm happy in helping to forward what I
profoundly believe to be the beSt thing for this country and
the wish of the beSt of its people. . . .
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Capt. Thomas who is a musician, carried up a piano with
him to Shatrah and invited his Sheikhs to come and listen to
the Pathetique sonata. At the end he asked what they thought
of it. " Wallahi," said one " khosh daqqah/' By God a good
thumping,